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FACTOR QUESTIONS TO ANSWER

• How far away from home is this school?
• How will you travel to and from this school?
• What is around the school? Is it rural? In a city? A suburb?
• Will you need a car to get around?

• How big is the student body?
• What is the average class size? The student/faculty ratio?
• How big is the campus? Can you walk from one end to the other?

• What is the average financial aid package?
• What percent of students with need were awarded aid or need-based

scholarships? What percent had their need fully met?
• What is the average student loan debt on graduation?

• What is the racial breakdown of the study body?
• How diverse is the faculty at the school?
• What is the male/female ratio?

• What programs of study are offered that interest you?
• What are the graduation requirements and required courses?
• What is the first-to-second year retention rate?
• What is the graduation rate? For underrepresented students?

• Does the school offer specific supports (student centers, clubs, mentoring, etc.)
for first-generation college students?

• What percent of the student body is awarded Pell grants?
• What is the graduation rate for first-generation college students?

• Does the school offer study abroad programs?
• What clubs/extracurricular activities are offered that you might want to be involved in?
• Does the school offer career services for students and alumni?

• What percent of the student body lives on campus?
• Is the social scene focused on the Greek system (fraternities and sororities)?
• What varsity and club sports are offered? What division do varsity teams play in?
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The section is organized by state, 
with schools presented alphabet-
ically within each state. You are 
encouraged to continue your 
research and to connect with the 
colleges and universities profiled 
here at www.ImFirst.org—Center 
for Student Opportunity’s online 
community offering support, 
advice, and encouragement to 
the students who will be among 
the first in their families to attend 
and complete college.

How Can I Use the 
College Profile?
Think of the college profile as a snapshot. 
It will provide you with data that can help 
you get a feel for who attends the school, 
what academics are like there, how much 
it costs, and what types of students get 
accepted. It will also give you an overview 
of the school’s mission and history and 
the types of support you can expect 
to receive on campus. What it can’t tell 
you is how it actually feels to be on the 
college campus and how well you’ll fit in. 
To find out those things, you’ll need to 
dive deeper into the college search.

Criteria for Inclusion
The colleges and universities profiled here 
do not reflect each and every—or the 
only—schools that serve first-generation 
college students. Still, the colleges and 
universities that are featured exemplify 
many of the four-year colleges and 
universities committed to serving and 
supporting these students and are 
profiled in light of the unique programs 
and opportunities they offer.

Profiled colleges and universities partner 
with Center for Student Opportunity to 
build awareness of and improve their 
institution’s efforts on behalf of first-

generation college students.

Compiling the College 
Profiles
The information and data found in the 
college profiles is developed by Center 
for Student Opportunity staff in collabo-
ration with and approved by the schools 
themselves. Because of this close editorial 
process, we believe the information 
presented to be accurate and up-to-date. 

1) an introduction
to the school to
give you a general
overview

2) descriptions of
campus programs
which serve first-
generation college
students

3) a student
quote which
explains how the
school benefits
and supports its
students

5) fast facts
which give you
data on the
student body,
academics,
affordability,
and admissions

If a college did not supply a certain piece 
of data requested, the information either 
does not appear or is marked as “n/a” for 
“not available.” We still encourage you 
to check directly with schools to verify 
important information on programs, 
deadlines, tuition and fees, and other data.

What’s Included in Each 
Profile?
The following pages will give you an 
idea of the specific information included 
in each profile, including a breakdown 
of the data provided and the types of 
support programs outlined. In general, 
each profile has five parts shown below. 

Note that the profiles use many college 
access terms which can be confusing to 
students just starting their search.  
If you are not yet familiar with what a  
term means, look it up in the glossary  
on page 349!
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You should never choose a college just based on its name, location, or reputation.

Think of buying a car. You wouldn’t buy one based on the name alone. You would ask 
yourself: Is it safe? How many people does it seat? How many miles per gallon does it 
get? What features does it offer? What color do I want?  

Below are some of the most common factors students consider when they decide where 
they want to apply with a list of specific questions to consider. As you read, think about 
which factors stand out to you as the most important. 

My Priority Factors: 
       What Matters Most to Me?
Before you decide where to apply, it’s important to consider what priority factors 
are most important to you. In other words, what do you need to have in a college? 

Now it’s 
your turn to 

use what you’ve learned.  
Turn to page 49 

try it

ON THE SPOT: 
Find answers to these 
questions by reading the 
college profiles in this 
book and at ImFirst.org. 
Still can’t find what you’re 
looking for? Call the 
college directly.

Using the College Profile
Starting on page 169, you’ll find comprehensive profiles of colleges and 
universities committed to serving and supporting first-generation 
college students on their campus and in their community.




